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to stand upon, however momentarily slipping from under his Feet."
The truth is, Old Fit/As foibles, and indeed his faults, were only too patent to others and to himself. But if noscitur a sociis holds good, Carlyle and Tennyson and Thackeray, Spedding, Thompson, the Cowells, and Mrs. Kemble, the friends of his whole lifetime, Lowell and C. E. Norton, those of his later years, may be permitted to outweigh his at times too tolerant cultivation and indulgence of his burly Vikings. Tennyson's relation to him was summed up in his letter to Sir Frederick Pollock which Dr. Aldis Wright quotes, but which may fitly here be quoted again : " I had no truer friend; he was one of the kindliest of men, and I have never known one of so fine and delicate a wit."
These words, with Tennyson's poetic picture already quoted, with Carlyle's epithets, " innocent, far niente, ultra-modest," with his own writings taken as a whole and not Omar alone, especially his Letters, may be left to speak for him in life and in death, -these and the epitaph which he asked to have: placed upon his gravestone :
"It is lie that hath made us and not we ourselves."